SO WHAT DO YOU THINK? DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
| hope you have enjoyed this latest edition of the _

Braintree District newsletter. Thurs 9 District Executive meetin
| would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 9

the contributors who have kindly sent in their tales gat 1112' Water activity weekend

of adventures and photos too. There has been so d4n — .

much going on over the last term that we have had Sun 12 [District Beaver outing to

to expand the size of the newsletter so that we can Diggerland

share it all. Fri 17 - Scout Border Hike - Gradbach
We would love to hear what you think about the Sun 19 | Scout Campsite, Derbyshire

new format and its content. Do you like spotting Wed 22 | Appointments committee
yourself in the photos, or reading about what other _
groups have been doing? Do you look forwgrd to Fri1 - County Explorer Scout marathon
reading the newsletter and glad that there is now Sun 3 - New Forest

even more to read? Sat 16 Fun in the Pool - Braintree

So Scouts, Leaders and Parents let us know your Swimming Centre

thoughts so we can improve the newsletter for _
you! Have a chat with your Leader or email in your

thoughts to braintreenews@gmail.com. Wed 10| Appointments committee

Don’t forget Edition 6 will be out in December, so Sun 14 [ Remembrance parade
email in your stories of the Summer/Autumn and you

can appear in the next newsletter too! Sun5 Christmas Celebration

Have a great surnmer! Thurs 9 | District Executive committee
Pam Groom, Editor meeting

1ST BRAINTREE GO CAMPING!

Over 100 people enjoyed the gorgeous weather at the 1st Braintree Group Camp at Thriftwood

on 21st to 23rd May. Beavers, Cubs and Scouts took part in a variety of activities including air rifle
shooting, trampolining, kayaking, rafting, circus skills and cresta run, amongst others. The Cubs
and Scouts camped for two nights, whereas Beavers slept either in Oak lodge or under canvas with
their parents. The camp was a great success, with lots of smiling faces during the weekend.

JOHN FRANKLIN PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

Braintree District Scout Fellowship are proud to launch the second annual
photography competition. All Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers can submit
a Scouting related photo to be in with a chance of winning.

Each Section winner will receive £10 and the overall winner will receive an

item of photographic equipment, as well as the John Franklin Cup.
Only 1 photo per person. Closing date 31st October 2010. The winner will be
announced at the Christmas celebrations. See your leader for an entry form.

BRAINTREE DISTRICT WEBSITES YOU MAY ENJOY!

1st Braintree www.1stbraintree.org.uk 2nd Braintree www.2ndbraintree.com
4th Braintree www.4thbraintreescoutgroup.co.uk 1st Coggeshall www.1stcoggeshall.org.uk
Braintree Explorers www.braintreeexplorers.escouts.net Great Notley Scouts www.greatnotleyscouts.org

LIVING WILD!
The May bank holiday is
always a popular weekend
for Scouts under canvas and
this year was no exception
for 4th Braintree Scout Group.

The idea for the weekend came from Scout Leader Martin
Darch who wanted a chance to show the younger sections
what the Scouts get up to on their weekend and week-long
camps. Using the Chief Scout, Bear Grylls, ‘Living Wild’" book
as a theme, over the weekend everyone had a chance to
practise with crossbows, play some fantastic new wide games,
build edible camp fires and rafts, as well as building real fires
and preparing their jacket potatoes or stew for dinner.

The Sunday saw the Beavers building rafts to race on the
river, while the Cubs and Scouts built slightly larger rafts, so
all the young people had a chance to get wet.

All the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts thoroughly enjoyed the
weekend at Bures Scout Campsite in Suffolk, thanks to the
co-operation of all the Section Leaders with the input and
energy of the Explorer Scout (Young Leader) team, who all
pitched in to make the

weekend a success!

Clare Darch, Assistant Scout Leader, 4th Braintree Scouts

ITS RAINING SCOUTS AT RAYNE!

Rayne Scout Group is now larger than ever before thanks to the sterling work of
Leaders and helpers.

Congratulations to Scout Leader Kevin Welsh for obtaining his Wood Badge. And
all those award recipients at the Group’s AGM in May, Hannah Mortier - Beaver of
the year, Ben Sansom - Cub of the Year and Louise White - Scout of the year. Also
Ollie Dome for winning the Richard Felton shield for being the outstanding group
member of 2009/10. Well done everybody!

The Group will again be holding a sleepover and renewal of promise service this
July combined with the Brownies and Guides from the village.

Colin Miles, GSL 1st Rayne



DC’S RAMBLINGS

It's been a busy time of the year for me with many | have also been involved recently in the Scouts
of the Groups holding their AGM’s. | do try and Climbing day in Kent and the Explorers Climbing
get to as many as | can and am always impressed weekend in the Peak District and attended the
by the hard work and enthusiasm the Leaders and Cub and Beaver sports day. It was good to see a
committees put into running all the sections with  couple of Scout teams entered this year and

in the Group. fantastic weather on all these events helped the
We are always looking for additional help on young people taking part have a great time.
committees and on section nights. So if you feel My thanks as always to my Assistant District

you could help delivering the programme to Commissioners, who believe it or not will be look-
Scouts, Cubs or Beavers, or in the background ing to start putting together the District pro-
helping on the group committee, even on an gramme for 2011 later this month. Planning for
occasional bases we would be pleased to hear trips next summer are already taking place - the
from you. Have a chat with any of the Leaders Explorers to Peru and 2nd Braintree to Switzer-
in the Group for more information, no previous land.

experience is required. The programme can only Have a good summer everybody and if you are
be delivered with the support of adults - the more heading to a camp, have a great time!

help we have the more we can do. David Cohen, DC

THANK YOU FROM COLIN MILES

Thanks to all who sent congratulation messages following
my award of the Silver Acorn. It has been a privilege to be

a member of Scouting in Braintree District for over thirty
years. It is down to the many young people | have met and
hopefully influenced over those years, that | was most
overwhelmed to receive this award. From welcoming the
youngest new beaver into the Group, to holidaying with the
Fellowship! I still enjoy my Scouting as much as when | joined
as a Cub aged seven and a half back in 195something?

| enjoyed a great day at Windsor on St George's Day where |
was lucky enough to meet with Bear Grylls before watching
Prince Charles review this years Queen’s Scouts. Again thank
you for this award, the fun and the friendship and lets enjoy
the times ahead as Braintree Scouting grows from strength
to strength.

2ND BRAINTREE AT

WORMINGFORD AIRFIELD
Photography by Jon Hinchliffe

(&

SLEEPING OVER AND
BEAVERS! ‘A THE PANTO WITH
THE BEAVERS!

WALK NOT RUN!

The County Marathon is a two-day
self-sufficient team backpacking and

Panto — 16th January
Over 300 Beavers, Cubs, Leaders and parents took

their seats at Braintree Institute to watch this year’s
performance — Dick Whittington - brilliantly presented
by Pantoloons. With all the usual amount of “hissing/
booing” and “he’s behind you” etc an enjoyable time

was had by all. Oh yes it was!!
Sleepover — 12/13th March

The annual Beaver sleepover at Belchamps Scout Camp
Site was well attended with 4 Colonies attending from
Braintree — Black Notley, 1st Braintree, 1st Coggeshall

and 1st Gt. Notley. The Belchamps team ran the whole

weekend laying on a wide variety of indoor and
outdoor activity bases for the young people to try,
including archery, caving, assault course and crafts,

overnight camping competition, open to
Explorer Scouts, Scout Network, Leaders

& Fellowship. Teams can be from 4 to 6
people.

This year it is being held from Friday 1st to
Sunday 3rd October 2010 in the New
Forest. Entry is £22 per person.

It's an ideal event for anyone wanting to
get some expedition practice and includes
a non-competitive, assisted category for
new walkers.

All Explorer Scout and novice teams from
other categories must attend a compulsory
preliminary meeting on one of the follow-
ing dates - Monday 20th September 2010,

to name a few. With a torch light walk and singing
around the camp fire, an excellent 24 hours was had
by one and all. Everyone seemed to have a thoroughly
good time albeit going home very, very tired.

Mary McCann, ADC Beavers

Rayne Scout HQ, Station Road, Rayne, Nr.
Braintree or Wednesday 22nd September
2010, The County Training HQ, Thriftwood
Campsite, Brentwood.

The booking deadline is 31st July 2010 so
go to www.essexscouts.org.uk/marathon to
book online today!

FOLLOW
@ESSEXSCOUTS




CUBS IN AIRCRAFT

] Earlier in the year 100 of the District’s Cubs, leaders and
parent helpers headed to RAF Hendon (London) museum.
The Cubs mission was to complete their Air Activity badge
and as one of the requirements is to visit an air museum,
they were off to a good start.

As we entered the museum we were greeted by a huge
sculpture called ‘Air Dance’. The museum was quite large
with 3 main exhibition halls for aircraft, plus another hall of
early aircraft and a further hall to commemorate the battle
of Britain.

There was also an aeronautical area with hands on stuff,
where the Cubs could find out about the science of flight. There was a mock glider that you could lay
in and with the clever use of a projector, get an idea of what it was like sawing high up in the sky.
There were also loads of different games and activities to have a go at, so you could experience and
understand different aspects of flight such as air pressure, lift and drag.

Good fun was had by all across the day, with all the Cubs successfully
completing their Air Activity badge. A special blanket badge was also
commissioned for the trip.

Neil Hilton, ADC Cubs

GREAT NOTLEY AT SKREENS!

120 Cubs, Scouts, Beavers and their families.

Skreens Park.

Canoes, climbing, archery....pioneering.

Sun and rain by the ocean full!

But loads of smiles, and memories for us all to treasure.

It can only be one thing

The Great Notley Scout Family Camp held every two years
in May - another great success.

David Wright, GSL, 1st Great Notley Scouts

o

This years Fellowship holiday was in the seaside resort of LLandudno in North
Wales. Many of the members took the opportunity to renew their promise
whilst away. A great time was had by all!

SCORCH (SPORTS) DAY 2010

Gazebos galore sheltered young people, for Beavers and to 2nd Braintree & SPLONGE!
parents and Leaders from the heat of Bocking for Cubs. Scouts were small in Scouts from 1st Great Notley, 4th Braintree and
this competitive event. The District number but competitive in nature and 1st Braintree took part in Splodge at Prances
Fellowship sold out of hot dogs, ice age. The Egg & Spoon race for Scouts Camp Site in Wickham Bishops. They took
cream and cold items, to provide the showed how a thumb was quicker over part in games including copious amounts of
energy for the entrants to perform well 80 metres than no thumb for Beavers ‘Splodge’ (a gooey mix of flour and water),
and the parents to enthusiastically cheer and Cubs. An excellent event, day and water, eggs and washing up liquid. Much mess
on the competitors. attendance. was made and Max, a Scout from 1st Braintree
The certificates were presented by the A big thank you goes to all involved. (pictured) was fairly typical of those taking
relevant ADCs and the DC presented Mary McCann, ADC Beavers, part. It is hoped that Splodge will take place
the shields to Great Notley Planets (A) Sports Day Organiser again next year.
Steve Denton, GSL, 1st Braintree
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WHEN I GROW UP
I WANT TO BE...
...A FIREFIGHTER

1st Braintree Panthers Cub pack

BRAINTREE DISTRICT
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Following the District AGM on 24th June 2010 the
following have agreed/ been elected to sit on the

‘scouT
L

recently spent a pack evening at District Executive Committee. . ) CONGRATULATIONS
Braintree Fire Station and learnt all Chairman _ David Whipps CLARE!
about fire engines and being a fire Secretary/ appointments secretary Lesley Bojko -

fighter. This was a special evening
for Lucas (pictured), who was
invested into the pack at the station
in front of a fire engine.

cubs

ESSEX NETWORK HAVE A
MAD WEEKEND!

Last weekend in June saw hundreds of Scout Network members

from all over the UK descend on Basildon for the annual MAD UK
Network activity weekend.

Young adults in Scouting from across the UK flocked to Kingston
Ridge Scout Campsite and Activity Centre for a sun soaked

weekend of adventure, challenge and fun known as MAD. Over

200 members of The Scout Association in the Scout Network section,
catering for young adults from 18-25, spent the weekend enjoying
over 30 different activities from climbing and fencing to craft making
and team building challenges.

Each year, the event has a theme and fancy dress is encouraged on
the Saturday of the event. This year’s theme was Prehistoric. In the
past, themes such as James Bond, Christmas and super heroes have
also captured the imagination of the participants.

MAD organiser, lan Dobbin, said “We have been running the annual
MAD weekend for many years. Due to more young people and adults
joining Scouting every year, MAD has become one of the largest
events, catering exclusively for young adults in Scouting, in the UK.”
Sharon Armfield, a participant at the event as well as being a Scout
Leader in Chadwell St Mary said “The weekend was amazing! MAD is
a brilliant opportunity for me to learn new skills and activities that |
can pass on to the younger members in Scouting. It's also been great
fun being with my mates and making new friends”.

| am pleased to announce that Clare
Darch has agreed to take on the role
of ADC Scouts for Braintree District, |

Treasurer Louise Wishart
Ex offico members:

District Commissioner David Cohen
Explorer Scout Commissioner vacant know she will be making a point to get

Group Scout Leaders David Wright around and introduce herself to you all
Jon Hinchcliffe in her new role as soon as she can.

Kevin Parker Clare has a lot of ideas and is keen to
Shaun Stockden  support the Scout section at Troop and

Section Leader/ assistants

Under 25s Jason Barnes District level. | am sure you will all wel-
Assistant District Commissioners Neil Hilton come her along to your meetings and
Clare Darch work with her on future District events,

helping to maintain the

current high standards and
programme the Scout section has
around the District.

David Cohen, DC

Mary McCann

LOOKING FOR YOUR NEXT CHALLENGE?

The Braintree District has four vacancies. These positions are open to anybody who is
interested in supporting Scouting. Full training and support is provided. Please contact
the relevant Member as stated below.

District Explorer Scout Commissioner

As Dan Collis has stepped down as our DESC, we are now looking for a person who will
take responsibility for Explorer Scouts (14 to 18 year olds) in the Braintree area. Please
contact Dave Cohen on 01376 349704 or e-mail david@dcohen.fslife.co.uk for further
information.

Thank you to Dan Collis for all he has done in this role.

Assistant District Commissioner Activities

Responsible for looking after and advising on adventurous and challenging activities
for the district, training and permits for Leaders. Please contact Dave Cohen as above
for further information.

Active Support Manager

Responsible for setting up and managing this new section within the Scouting family
for adults interested in supporting the district in a wide range of capacities. Please
contact David Cohen as above if you are interested and would like to know more.

Cub Leader

1st Felsted are looking for a Cub Leader (8 to 10 year olds). Please contact Karen Lilley,
the Group Scout Leader on kal@prep.felsted.essex.sch.uk if you are interested.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!

The District’s Christmas celebrations are always a hoot! Young people, parents and
leaders come together for fun and entertainment and to get into the festive spirit.
So keep Sunday 5th December free and get ready to party!



