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 Jon Hinchliffe, 19 Mountbatten Road, Braintree, CM7 9EY

(01376 346198 / 07811 326226  e-mail  jon@hypnoticwaves.co.uk
Welcome To 2nd Braintree And Bocking Air Scout Group
Dear Beaver, Cub, Scout or Parent,

Thank you for coming along to a 2nd Braintree and Bocking Air Scout group meeting. This will helpfully give you all the basic information you need about the group.

The Air Scout Group is split into 3 sections:

A Beaver Colony for ages 5.75-8 meeting on a Friday between 17:15 and 18.25
A Cub Pack for ages 8-10.5 meeting on a Friday between 18:30 and 19.45
An Air Scout Troop for ages 10.5-13.5 meeting on a Friday between 20:00 and 21.30

Why Air Scout?

In 2004 2nd Braintree and Bocking Scout troop decided to become an Air Scout troop. As a result of this the whole group decided to change its name in 2005. Why did we do this and what does it mean? Well it was felt that it would be nice to give the Scout group a little extra edge. The Scout leader at the time had an interest in flying so the group did some research and liked what it found. Basically an Air Scout does everything that a normal “land” scout does but the program might focus up to 30% more on Air related activities. Thus like a normal Scout troop our Air Scouts are likely to have opportunities to go canoeing, rafting, climbing, abseiling, hiking and of course camping but also they are likely to have the opportunity of going parascending, gliding, and perhaps even flying in light aircraft. A Land Scout troop can do this too but being an Air group it means we are more likely to have good air contacts and do these activities more frequently.
There is no such thing are Air Beavers or Air Cubs however since they feed into the Air Scout section their program might occasionally have a little Air related activity too. For instance instead of going to a regular museum they might visit an Air Museum. Having said this they are just as likely to go to a regular museum.

Air Scouts like Sea Scouts wear a different uniform to “land” Scouts. The same applies to the leaders. All the leaders in our Group wear the Blue Air/Sea scout shirt. It was not compulsory for the leaders in the Cubs or Beavers sections to do so but since the normal progression is for a Beaver to go to Cubs and a Cub to go to Scouts and our Scout Troop is an Air Scout Troop it was felt it would be nice for all the leaders to wear the same uniform.
Adult Structure with the group.

Any Scout group normally has the following structure:
A Group Scout Leader: This is the person within the group that keeps an eye on all sections and tries to link the Executive committee with the Leaders.

The Executive committee: This is responsible for financing the group and paying for bills and new equipment etc. The Exec is lead by the Group Chairman and has a minimum of a Treasurer and Secretary on it. In our group we like to have at least one parent to represent the interests of the Beaver section, Cub section and Scouts Section. It is the Exec committee that decides the price of Subs and also has sub committees for fund raising to try and keep costs to parents to a minimum. The group nearly always needs people to help on the Exec committee so if you are interested please discuss it with a leader.

The Leaders: The leaders are just normal people. Most have become involved in Scouting because of their children. Some have gone through the sections and loved Scouting so much they have never left. All go through a very good training program and all are in Scouting because it if great fun and find it personally very rewarding (not in a monetary way, of course, as all leaders in the group are voluntary). Again the group never has enough leaders so if you are interesting in helping out please talk to a leader. Your help could be as little as once a month or on camps only. It would still be valuable.
The 2ndbraintree.com website

You will note from this letter’s header the group has a website. This is the first place you should look for information. The latest letters are normally added to the website and there are last minute reminder pages for each section. There is also a photo section for the activities we do. If ever you are uncomfortable about pictures being on the website please say so.

Other paperwork you should be receiving
If things have gone to plan you will also be receiving the following paperwork:

Two Occasional Helper/CRB forms: (You only need 1 per person) The Scout association insists that any parent wishing to attend an Activity must be CRB checked with the Scout Association. If you change scout groups or have been CRB checked with another body such as your local school you must still be CRBed again through the group. This is because the Scout Association carry out their own checks and the Scout Association always perform the fullest check. Also information is revealed on the employer’s copy of the CRB certificate that is not revealed on the parent’s copy of a certificate.
It does not cost you or the group to be CRB checked. It is also a slow process therefore we recommend that you do it when you first join the group and then you won’t miss out on a trip because you haven’t been CRB cleared.

When you return the CRB form you must bring 3 proofs of id. These would normally be a Driving License or passport and a couple of bills with your current address on. The person giving you the form will be able to give you more information or you could phone the number on the header of this letter. If you need more forms at any time just ask.
Gift Aid Declaration form: If you or someone in your household pays tax can you please fill this form in and return it to the group. This allows the group to reclaim the tax that was paid on the money used to pay subs. It is an extremely valuable source of money to the group and it costs you nothing.

Standing Order form: This is a letter explaining the current subscription rates. It also has a form with a standing order on it. The group would prefer it if people paid by Standing order but you may also pay termly or weekly. 

Investiture form: After attending the group for four weeks a person will normally be invited to join the group. If they agree and they are invested into their section. This form lists what needs to happen before someone is invested.
More information including where to buy uniform and equipment advice is on the website at http://www.2ndbraintree.com/Group/index.htm. Just click Group Forms under the Air Scout logo once you have entered the site.

